254                    SCEPTICISM AND POETRY
in religion find a clear and emphatic crystallization of itself,
and thereby make itself available for the simplest mind. Dogma
is a necessity for religion if only in the sense that in that way
alone can religion convey its tremendous burden. The ex-
pressiveness of dogma lies in its concreteness, in its avoidance
of theory, and its assertion of certain definite historical
occurrences.
Thus, to express the sense of the overwhelming reality of
the supernatural order, there is no means conceivably more
effective than revelation and miracle, the disruption of the
natural; to show the reality of God, there is no means
comparable with the story of Christ who was both God and
man; to show the relation of the human to the divine, the
story of Christ's despair, sacrifice, dereliction, and resurrection
exceeds anything which has ever been thought or imagined.
We may endeavour to extract from these dogmas volumes of
theology, but they will be, from the point of view of religion,
pitiable in comparison with the simple story from which
they take their origin. Theology is, in a sense, a desecra-
tion of the superb poetry of religion; it destroys its magical
power and gives us the dry dust of abstraction. That is not
to say that theology can or ought to be done away with, any
more than criticism and interpretation of great poetry ought
to be prohibited because it is not itself poetry. Theology no
doubt is a necessity doomed to end in failure, which we cannot
avoid. Yet whatever value the effort to explicate dogma into
theology may be, it is the contemplation of the dogma itself
which is central to the Christian life. Theology may very well
enrich that contemplation, and therein lies its sole justification:
as the study of criticism of poetry is justified only in so far
as it enriches the later contemplation of the poetry itself. But
considered in itself, theology is for religion a pernicious substi-
tute, as reading about a poet is a pernicious substitute for
reading the poet.
That is not, of course, to say that, to religion, dogma is but
a poetry. That indeed is precisely what it can never be. And